
 
 

 

CHAIR’S WELCOME 

Dear All, 

the next ENVI meeting will take place 

on 10-11 September.  

We will be voting on one the most 
important pieces of legislation of our 
times and cornerstone of the 
European Green Deal: the European 

Climate Law.  

As we continue to face the challenges  
of the COVID-19 pandemic and 
prepare for the EU economic recovery, 

we need to ensure that every decision 
we take now is sustainable and will have a positive impact on our planet.  
Climate change continues to have an increasingly severe impact on ecosystems 
and biodiversity, in addition to our health and food systems. It is crucial that 
the EU and its Member States don’t miss this opportunity and show global 

leadership in the fight against climate change, step up ambition in the 
implementation of the Paris agreement, and push towards the necessary 
transition to a climate-neutral society by 2050.  

With the European Climate Law, the EU leads by example setting up for the first 
time at continental-level a clear legally binding target of net-zero greenhouse 

gas emissions by 2050.  In order to ensure progress and that no Member State 
lags behind,  in addition to the 2030 target, an intermediate target in 2040 has 
been requested to the Commission. Lastly with regards to targets and in order 
to ensure the momentum of climate action, a post-2050 target of negative 
emissions has also been introduced. 

Reaching targets and cutting emissions, however, is only one part, albeit a very 
important part, of the ecological transition that we want to achieve. All sectors  
of the economy and society should play a part in it, including aviation and 
shipping. At the same time, the EU leads by example, that’s why the ENVI 
committee will vote on provisions of the Climate Law strengthening the self-

climate-discipline of the European Commission: no draft measures should 
come out of the Commission if it is not aligned with the climate neutrality  
objective beforehand.   

The Climate Law also addresses adaptation and on Thursday, we will have an 
additional exchange of views on a resolution on adaptation to climate change. 

Adaptation to climate change is necessary in order to make full use of the 
opportunities for climate-resilient growth and sustainable development and 
minimise negative effects.  We need a holistic approach to adaptation to 
climate change, that needs to be mainstreamed into other relevant EU policies,  

such as agriculture or fishery policy. It is also important that the new EU 
strategy on adaptation to climate change is coherent with Europe`s  
international commitments, such as the Paris Agreement, SDGs and the 
Convention on Biological Diversity.  

Although the challenges ahead are numerous, the votes on Thursday and Friday 

are a significant and encouraging step forward towards accomplishing the 
ecological transition envisaged by the European Green deal, and stands as a 
clear reminder that EU is the best tool at our disposal to confront the challenges  
we are facing, to make the future more sustainable, safe and prosperous for us 
and the generations to come. 

You can follow the ENVI Committee meeting live at: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html  

You can also follow the activities of the ENVI Committee on its official Twitter 
account @EP_ENVIRONMENT  

Pascal Canfin - 10 September 2020 

 

 

MEETING ITEMS 

Results of the votes of the last ENVI meeting are available here. 

Votes: 

 Establishing the framework for achieving climate neutrality and amending  
Regulation (EU) 2018/1999 (European Climate Law) 

 Fisheries control 

 A New Industrial Strategy for Europe 
 EU Strategy on adaptation to climate change (question for oral answer) 

 General budget of the European Union for the financial year 2021 - all 
sections (final vote) 

 Framework of ethical aspects of artificial intelligence, robotics and related 
technologies (final vote) 

Consideration: 

 EU Strategy on adaptation to climate change (Resolution) 

 Cohesion Policy and regional environment strategies in the fight against 
climate change 
 

ENVI IN THE NEXT PLENARY 

Draft agenda of the Plenary available here. 

 

VOTES 

Establishing the framework for achieving climate 
neutrality and amending Regulation (EU) 2018/1999 
(European Climate Law) 

Adoption of draft report (see meeting documents) 

ENVI Members will vote on 
the Report on the proposal on 
the European Climate Law. 

The proposal adopted by the  
Commission on 4 March 2020, 
is a key element of the  
European Green Deal and 

aims at serving as foundation 
for the overall EU policy for 
the next years and beyond in 
the fight against climate  

change. The rapporteur tabled 53 amendments in her draft report which seek 

to strengthen the ambition level of the proposal. A total of 1094 amendments  
were tabled by ENVI Members, opinions were received from ITRE, TRAN, AGRI, 
REGI and 15 compromises amendments were proposed by the rapporteur. The 
compromises reached cover all the main issues in the proposal  and include the  
following main elements: the effort to achieve net-zero emissions by 2050 is 

brought down to the national level; the climate neutrality objective is 
complemented by a post-2050 goal where removals of greenhouse gases 
should exceed emissions on both Union and Member State levels; the 2030 
climate target is bolstered to 65%; an additional 2040 intermediate target of at 
least 80% to be determined following a thorough impact assessment is 

included; by 31 May 2023, the trajectory in Article 3 should be proposed via a 
co-decision procedure instead of delegated acts; Member States are  
encouraged to establish national climate advisory bodies and an independent 
European Climate Change Council should be established at European level; the  
Commissioned is tasked to establish, by 31 December 2021, a Union 

greenhouse gas budget, which is to be taken into consideration when progress  
is being assessed; by 31 January 2021 and every 5 years thereafter, the  
Commission should adopt an updated EU Strategy on adaptation to climate  
change; Member States and the EU institutions are required to ensure  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/votes-in-committee.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/agendas.html
https://emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/emeeting/committee/agenda/202009/ENVI?meeting=ENVI-2020-0910_1&session=09-10-09-00


 
 

 
consistency of finance flows with a pathway towards a climate-neutral and 
resilient society and Member States are required to phase out all direct and 
indirect fossil fuel subsidies by 31 December 2025 at the latest; the assessment 

provisions are strengthened and aligned with the provisions of the Governance  
Regulation; as regards public participation, the Commission is tasked with 
establishing a European Climate Pact with the purpose of engaging citizens,  
social partners and stakeholders in inter alia the elaboration of Union-level 
climate policies; a provision on access to justice is added in the Governance  

Regulation; and finally a review article is included to ensure that the Regulation 
remains aligned with efforts to limit the increase in temperature to 1.5°C.  

Rapporteur: GUTELAND (S&D) 

Shadows: MCGUINNESS (EPP), TORVALDS (Renew), LIMMER (ID), BLOSS 

(Greens/EFA), ZALEWSKA (ECR), MODIG (GUE/NGL), 

 

Fisheries control 

Adoption of a draft opinion (see meeting documents) 

ENVI will vote on the draft 
Opinion on the Fishery Control 
Regulation. The Common Fishery 

Policy (CFP) objectives are to 
ensure that fishing and 
aquaculture activities are  
environmentally sustainable in 
the long term and are managed in 

a way that is consistent to achieve 
economic, social and 

employment benefits. The Commission proposal of 30 May 2018 aims at 
strengthening the implementation of an effective control and enforcement 
system of the CFP. The proposal aims at ensuring compliance with rules of the 

CFP through the amendment of mainly three different legal acts: 1) the 
Fisheries Control Regulation; 2) the Regulation establishing a European 
Fisheries Control Agency (EFCA) and 3) the Regulation establishing a system to 
combat illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing (IUU Regulation). 
In his draft opinion, the rapporteur underlines how according to the latest 

findings by the European Environment Agency (EEA) on the status of marine  
fish and shellfish stocks in Europe, the 2020 objective of having healthy fish and 
shellfish populations is unlikely to be met in Europe’s seas. Furthermore,  
without decisive action at EU, national and local level, climate change is only  
going to worsen the health of fish and fish stocks in European seas, as 

confirmed by the IPCC Special Report on “The Ocean and Cryosphere in a 
Changing Climate” of 24 September 2019. The compromise amendments aim 
at reinforcing sustainability and environmental provisions throughout the 
proposal: notably clarifying and strengthening the provisions for the oversight 
and collection of end-of-life fishing equipment to ensure that they do not 

contribute to marine pollution in line with the Single Use Plastics Directive;  
introducing clarity in the completion of the fishing logbook and electronic 
submission of the logbook; ensuring effectiveness and proportionality in the 
use of CCTV equipment on fishing vessels; strengthening the control of fishing  

restricted areas and marine protected areas; reinforcing the provisions on 
traceability to the benefit of consumers; introducing minimum EU training  
requirements for Union Control observers and strengthening the Member 
States and Commission’s reporting obligations. 225 amendments have been 
tabled to the opinion. The rapporteur and shadows rapporteurs have 

negotiated 15 amendments covering 204 amendments.  
Rapporteur: CANFIN (RENEW) 
Shadows: POLČÁK (EPP), PIZARRO (S&D), BRUNA (ID), AUKEN(Greens/EFA), 

FIOCCHI (ECR), HAZEKAMP (GUE/NGL) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A New Industrial Strategy for Europe 

Adoption of a draft opinion (see meeting documents) 

Members will vote on the draft 
Opinion to the INI Report on the 
New Industrial Strategy for 

Europe (ITRE), where ENVI has 
exclusive competence for aspects 
relating to climate change, 
protection of biodiversity,  
chemicals and pharmaceutica l 

products. The communication 
adopted by the Commission on 

10 March 2020 puts forward a New Industrial strategy, in order to respond to 
the need for a new industrial way for Europe, with the ambition to become 
greener and more digital, while remaining competitive on the global stage. The 

twin ecological and digital transitions will affect every part of our economy, 
society and industry. They will require new technologies, with investment and 
innovation to match, and will create new products, services, markets and 
business models. They will shape new types of jobs, which need new skills. And 
they will entail a shift from a linear to a circular economy.  The digital sector 

will also contribute to the European Green Deal, both as a source of clean 
technology solutions, and by reducing its own carbon footprint. 241 AMs have 
been tabled to the draft Opinion and 15 compromise amendments (including 2 
alternative compromises) have been drawn up. The compromises highlight,  
inter alia, the need for the industrial sector to be supported in the post-COVID-

19 recovery in order to transition to a resilient, sustainable, zero-pollution,  
circular, climate-neutral, digitalised and competitive industry; the need for a 
just green transition, leaving no one behind; the need to tackle unfair 
international competition and global distortions; the importance of the  

Recovery and Resilience Facility and the Strategic Investment Facility to support 
investments and incentivise European industries to help strengthen and build 
the European strategic value chains; the importance of a coherent, predictable  
and fair framework for intellectual property rights under the forthcoming  
pharmaceutical strategy; the need to align the upcoming Pharmaceutica l 

Strategy with the Industrial Strategy, ensuring that Europe remains an 
innovator and world leader in the manufacturing of medicines and active 
ingredients with the objective of having fair access for patients; the potentia l 
of circular economy in reducing energy and resource consumption. 
Rapporteur: LANCINI (ID) 

Shadows: GLAVAK (EPP), MORETTI (S&D), SOLÍS PÉREZ (Renew), PAULUS 

(GREENS/EFA), FIOCCHI (ECR), BOMPARD (GUE/NGL), 

 

Framework on Ethical aspects of AI 

Adoption of a draft opinion (see meeting documents) 

ENVI will also hold the final 
vote of the draft Opinion 
to the INI report on a 
framework on ethical 

aspects of artificia l 
intelligence, robotics and 
other related technologies  
(JURI). The ENVI draft 
opinion underlines the  

ethical weight of AI regulation, especially in view of the great global 
competition in the field and highlights AI applications in health, environmenta l 
protection and food safety as of primary interest but also as high-risk sectors;  
it welcomes the risk-based approach identified by the Commission in its White  
Paper of last February, and expresses support for the creation of an EU-wide AI 

legal framework that will promote an ecosystem of excellence in legal certainty,  
will avoid internal AI market fragmentation and prevent double standards in AI 
development. It also underlines the need for robust implementation and 
enforcement of the framework, which is based on the solid foundations  
constituted by the seven AI requirements identified in the Ethics Guidelines for 

Trustworthy AI of the High-Level Expert Group on AI. It calls for an improvement 
of the acquis on transparency, traceability and human oversight and points out 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124991/JYTTE_GUTELAND_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28115
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/114268
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197483/SYLVIA_LIMMER/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197449
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197572
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197805
https://emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/emeeting/committee/agenda/202009/ENVI?meeting=ENVI-2020-0910_1&session=09-10-09-00
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96711/PASCAL_CANFIN/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124704
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197732
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/182995
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28161/Margrete_AUKEN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197607/PIETRO_FIOCCHI/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125023/ANJA_HAZEKAMP/home
https://emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/emeeting/committee/agenda/202009/ENVI?meeting=ENVI-2020-0910_1&session=09-10-09-00
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/192635
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/202036/SUNCANA_GLAVAK/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124799
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197784
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197466
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197607/PIETRO_FIOCCHI/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197521
https://emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/emeeting/committee/agenda/202009/ENVI?meeting=ENVI-2020-0910_1&session=09-10-09-00


 
 

 
the benefits of AI for disease prevention and control, exemplified by AI 
predicting the COVID19 epidemic before WHO. Finally, it calls for securing  
sufficient financing  for the Union AI transformation and supports the ambitions  

laid out in the Commission White Paper to attract €200 billion of AI public and 

private investment in the next 10 years in the Union. 173 amendments were  

tabled and 15 CAs were adopted in the vote that took place on 7 September.  
Rapporteur: JARUBAS (EPP), 

Shadows: LUENA (S&D), JOVEVA (RENEW), MÉLIN (ID), AUKEN(Greens/EFA), 

KOPCIŃSKA (ECR), BOMPARD (GUE/NGL), 

 

CONSIDERATIONS 

EU Strategy on adaptation to climate change  

ENVI will hold an exchange of 
views on a resolution on the EU 
Strategy on adaptation to 
climate change. As part of the 
European Green Deal, the 

Commission intends to put 
forward a new Adaptation 

Strategy in early 2021 (initially foreseen for the end of 2020), building on the 
current one, which was adopted in 2013 and positively evaluated in 2018. 
Climate change impacts are more and more visible, with heatwaves, droughts  

and wildfires across Europe. The impacts on people, planet and prosperity are  
already pervasive and climate change will continue to create significant 
difficulties in Europe in spite of mitigation efforts. Moreover, Europe is affected 
by indirect climate impacts occurring in other parts of the world in multiple  
ways, such as through trade and supply chains, spread of infections, threats to 

international security, or migration. The Commission launched an online public 
consultation on the Adaptation Strategy from 14 May until 20 August 2020 and 
should submit the new Strategy in the first quarter of 2021. In the draft motion 
for resolution, the co-sponsors emphasise that adaptation is needed for all 
countries to minimise negative effects of climate change and make full use of  

the opportunities for climate-resilient growth and sustainable development 
and call for a renewed focus on adaptation, welcoming a new EU strategy. It 
also addresses key issues such as: the importance to further promote climate  
adaptation in regions and cities in the new Strategy; the need of nature-based 
solutions and green infrastructure to counter also the negative impact on 

biodiversity and marine and terrestrial ecosystems, highlighting the potentia l 
of forests and trees, seas and oceans; the need to mainstream climate  
adaptation into all relevant EU policies, ensure coherence with global action 
and agreements such as the Paris Agreement, SDGs and the Convention on 

Biological Diversity; the need for increased funding at all governance levels and 

for mobilising public and private investments in adaptation; the importance of  
raising awareness on the effects of climate change, including on health, and the  
benefits of adaptation, among decision makers but also through educationa l 

activities at all stages of life; and a stronger focus on crisis prevention and 
preparedness planning, management and disaster response. 
Co-Rapporteur: PEREIRA (EPP), BALT (S&D), FEDERLEY (RENEW), BALDASSARE 

(ID), HOLMGREN (Greens/EFA), VONDRA (ECR), KOKKALIS (GUE/NGL), 

Cohesion Policy and regional environment 
strategies in the fight against climate change 

ENVI Members will have the  
opportunity to exchange views on 

the draft Opinion on the INI report 
on Cohesion policy and regional 
environment strategies in the  
fight against climate change. 

Cohesion policy aims to promote  
harmonious development across  
the EU by pursuing actions leading  
to strengthening of economic,  

social and territorial cohesion, in particular by reducing disparities between the  

levels of development of the various regions and the backwardness of the least 
favoured regions. Cohesion policy represents the largest single source of EU 
financing for environmental projects. Resources have increased considerably in 
recent years and there is an increasing focus on environmental aims. In her 
draft opinion, the Rapporteur stresses the importance of cohesion funds in the  

fight against climate change, highlighting the role that Cohesion Policy can play 
in advancing towards a more innovative economy offering sustainable solutions  
to waste reduction, water management, energy efficiency and mobility and in 
transitioning to a bio-circular economy, as well as in supporting risk prevention 
efforts to adapt to present and future impacts of climate change throug h 

ecosystem-based approaches. She also suggests to the REGI Committee to take 
into consideration the importance of national energy and climate plans (NECPs)  
as well as territorial Just Transition plans, in order to meet the EU’s climate and 
energy priorities, fulfill international commitments under the Paris Agreement, 
taking into account the social aspects of the transition. The role of local and 

regional authorities (LRAs) in mitigating and adapting to climate change is also 
stressed in the draft Opinion. 
Rapporteur: SOLÍS PÉREZ (Renew), 

Shadows: GLAVAK (EPP), ANDROULAKIS (S&D), MÉLIN (ID), EICKHOUT 

(Greens/EFA), ROOKEN (ECR), VILLANUEVA RUIZ (GUE/NGL), 

 

 

Next meetings of the ENVI Committee: 21-22 September 2020 (Brussels). 
Future meetings: 2020 meeting dates. 
 

Watch online the Committee meeting on the EP web site or on Europarl TV. 
Past meetings are available: EP Live multimedia library and you can also 
download the extracts of speeches. 
 
More information: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or website of the 

ENVI Committee. 

Subscription: To sign up for ENVI committee press releases please go to European 
Parliament News Subscription Services to subscribe. 
For media enquiries, please write to envi-press@europarl.europa.eu 
 

Further information sources: The EP Policy Departments publish studies, notes, 
information notes and workshop proceedings. To request a hard copy of any 
publication please contact Poldep-Economy-Science@europarl.europa.eu. The 
European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS) provides research publications in 
the area of environment, public health and food safety. You can find all the latest 

publications on the European Parliament website’s Think Tank pages. 
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